INITIATION   OF  ADMINISTRATION
Mudlr al-Mu'drif (Director of Education) in every wilayet, each
having a budget,l staff, syllabus and long list of schools. To
judge by results, however, the system was a ewhited sepulchre'.
The schools were rarely as numerous nor as well attended as
government statistics indicated; the teachers possessed little
learning and even less moral character. Arabic was little
stressed as a language. ShTis, comprising the majority of
the population, would not send their sons to government
schools, invariably taught by Sunnis, nor were they encouraged
to do so by the Sunni Ottoman Government.
Mr. Dobbs, as Revenue Commissioner, had, in early 1915,
studied the educational problem and had written suggestions
for British policy.2 He advocated extreme caution in initiating
a new system in order that the mistakes made in India might
be avoided. The shortage of primary teachers led him to
declare that if it were not for the urgent necessity of equipping
Arabs for government service and for avoiding the imputation
that the British Administration was not inclined to provide
educational facilities, he 'should be inclined to advise that not a
single school should be opened for the next two years'.3 Under
the circumstances, however, he recommended that one or two
primary schools be opened and that subsidies be given to the
American Mission Schools under Mr. John Van Ess and to the
Carmelite Freres School. The opening of other schools would
have to be left to the future.4 Thus from the beginning, the
necessity of encouraging education to provide youths for govern-
ment service became a guiding factor and stimulated the
establishment of educational facilities where the natural ten-
dency on the part of1 the British authorities was to restrict
1	A pre-war Budget for Baghdad Wilayet was:
Law School and Secondary School         £T. 9,000
Other schools (from Local Revenue)      £T.z5>°o°
Total	£T.34,ooo
Revenue Report, 1917, p. 45.
2	Dobbs, H. R. C., Notes on Education, February isth, 1915-
8 Ibid., para. 2.	4 Ibid., para. n.
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